THE   MAGIC   ART   OF   WRITING

writing   but   the   whole
industry of the cinema.

of the wireless play which cannot be
seen to the theatre play which the
audience watches. But they have a
scope which the theatre dramatist
never had. Shakespeare, on the small
Elizabethan stage, which did not even
have the scenery and all the lighting
of the theatre as we know it, had to
convey to his audience the places in
all corners of the world and in all
times of history, where his characters
lived. You will see that the magic
art of his writing was the important
thing.

The film writer, whose play is called
a scenario, is not limited in this way.
He has merely to say to the producer
who makes the film, " I wish my
characters to appear next in the
Sahara Desert, on a glacier on the Alps,
or on board a four-masted grain ship
on its way from Australia," and the film
producer can do it. The cinema
audience will see the people there. But
do not think his art is easy. The
scenario writer has much to learn about
the great and complicated machinery
of film making. To be this sort of
writer you will have to study not only
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fascinating

What We Write On.

It is almost impossible to think of a
world without paper. This book you
are reading, your morning news and
the letters you write are all on paper ;
but just as modern writing is the
result of long years of development
from the early cave drawings, so paper
is the result of progress through the
ages in writing material. From the
wall of the cave on which these first
letters in the infancy of man were cut
or scraped with flints, the next step
probably was to tablets of stone.

One person must have thought it
would be useful to take his .writings or
drawings with him, so he put them on
a slab of stone that could be carried
about or hidden away for others to see
at some distant date. (You will remem-
ber from your Bible stories how Moses,
the Great Law Maker of the Israelites,
wrote the Ten Commandments he got
from God on the mountain on tablets
of stone.) But these early writers were
also beginning to think of other suitable

ANCIENT IMPLEMENTS OF WRITING
In this drawing is shown on the left a case containing six ancient books rolled up and labelled
with their titles    A stylus and inkstand are in front, and to the right a reed pen.    Waxed
tablets, joined as with hinges, stand near the centre, while on the right are more volumes, some
partly unrolled, written on papyrus, with title-labels attached.